Pathfinder Middle School Families,
 
On behalf of the middle school faculty, I am excited to announce the second year of our Real World curriculum. 

Ever wish someone had taught you how to balance a checkbook, change a tire or check your oil? How about how to comparative shop, write a resume, or prepare a balanced meal? On a deeper level, ever wonder how the principles and details learned in school apply to life in the wider world? The Real World curriculum is intended to bridge that gap.

Expanding upon the Health and Wellness program, building a conception of lifetime health that is both more cohesive and more expansive, our students will now be traveling through four different content areas on a quarterly basis. These courses will convene eighth hour on Mondays and Tuesdays. The content areas are:
 
· Shop. Here, your child will learn the proper use of tools, woodworking skills, auto safety and maintenance, home economics and basic cooking.
· Clinic.  These classes will explore adolescent emotional and social growth, peer mediation, proper nutrition and exercise along with the effects of drugs and alcohol. Sexuality will also be discussed at a level that is developmentally appropriate for the age of the student.      

· Good Work.  Here, students will learn how to write a resume, apply for a job, practice public speaking skills, learn good study habits and explore advanced technology.
· Bank.  This quarter will find your student playing the stock market, creating a budget, learning about credit card debt, insurance and the global economy.
Our faculty will be team-teaching these classes, each bringing their respective expertise to the subjects at hand. 
There are numerous overarching objectives to the Real World program. For me, the most salient is connecting the disciplines of academia to the decisions our children will be making in the wider world. One of the tenets of multiple intelligences, the subject of study by many of our faculty members at the Project Zero program at Harvard University, is that true understanding of disciplinary matter should benefit children in the world beyond the walls of a school. To some degree, Pathfinder is a school without walls; our kids move through the outdoors every day, making it easier for them to conceive that the work they do indoors with our teachers is pertinent to the world at large, and their lives in the longer term.
Real World will deepen this connection by showing our kids how the intellectual conceptions of academic disciplines apply to the day-to-day lives of adolescents and adults. Crucially, it enables us to dig into specific topics in greater depth—another fundamental principle of Project Zero. Exploring fewer topics in greater depth provides a more sustainable and meaningful education than touching upon more topics to a shallower degree.
We have made two adjustments to our schedule in order to best accommodate the program. First, we have reverted the drama program to grades six through eight, creating a more cohesive middle school curriculum. Second, the Real World program is not elective: all middle schoolers will attend it on Mondays and Tuesdays. MIADS activities on Wednesdays and Fridays remain elective; those forms are in the packet below, and we will need them dropped off or mailed by Friday, August 27. 
I salute our teachers for developing this innovative, substantive curriculum. As always, we welcome any questions.







yours,








Karl Sikkenga








Head of School
Q U A R T E R L Y   R O T A T I O N S
	Real World
	8th grade
	7th grade
	6th grade

	Shop
	1st quarter
	2nd quarter
	3rd quarter

	Clinic
	2nd quarter
	3rd quarter
	4th quarter

	Work
	3rd quarter
	4th quarter
	1st quarter

	Bank
	4th quarter
	1st quarter
	2nd quarter


 
 
MIADS
 (Multiple Intelligence Arts Domain)
“Intelligence is the ability to solve problems or to create products 
that are valued within one or more cultural settings.” 
Howard Gardner, Frames of Mind (1983)
The Pathfinder School embraces the concepts of Multiple Intelligences, developed by the renowned educator and philosopher, Howard Gardner, who contends that all human beings possess eight intelligences in varying amounts: kinesthetic, interpersonal, verbal (linguistic), logical (mathematical), naturalistic, intrapersonal, interpersonal, visual (spatial), and musical. Gardner also asserts that other realms of intelligence many yet be identified; for example, his original theory did not include naturalistic, an area that comprises connection to the natural world—long a key aspect of our curriculum at Pathfinder.

Training at Gardner’s Project Zero program at Harvard University, numerous Pathfinder faculty continue to employ several aspects of the theory of multiple intelligences. We believe that each person has a different intellectual composition, that is, a unique combination of intelligences; that we can improve education by addressing many different intelligences of our students; and that intelligences are located in different areas of the brain, and are thus engaged by a variety of activities.
In the middle school, we also draw upon the work of Jean Piaget and Lev Vygotsky.  Current brain-based educational theory pictures adolescence as a critical time, during which the individual constructs his or her world-view, based on both his or her physical being and immediate environment.  The middle school student actively builds his or her understanding of the world by engaging first emotionally with people, and then, having created relationships, moves intellectually to grapple with key concepts and paradigms he or she deems important. 
The Pathfinder middle school provides students with enrichment opportunities that will sometimes require them to stretch and take educational risks—and to do so with adults they trust and with whom they are building relationships.

Please be aware that, with these tenets in mind, this year the faculty will make decisions regarding the roster of each class. In other words, assembling the class rosters will be a more complex process than mere ‘first come, first served’. This new policy is to avoid a student taking the same class more than once a year, and ensures that everyone will get a chance to experience all classes and intelligence domains. 
This said, we ask that you do return this form by Friday, August 27. This helps ensure that all students have their classes set by opening day. 
MIAD Registration Form 2010-2011
due August 27th
Wednesday/Friday Classes 
Name: _____________________                                                Grade: __________
 
Please rank your selections 1 through 4, with #1 being your first choice. 
You must choose MIADs for the entire year. 

Sixth graders will all take Logic in the first semester.
FIRST QUARTER
____ Outdoor Education (Shane Harrison and Duncan Sprattmoran)
____ Bag of Puppets (Audrey Pittinos)
____ Advanced Technology (Merri Oberlin)
____ Teacher’s Assistant (Sarah Jane Johnson)
____ All sixth graders will take Logic with Dawn Iott.
 
SECOND QUARTER
____ Comparative Religion (Duncan Sprattmoran)
____ Body Wellness (Shane Harrison)
____ Study Hall (Audrey Pittinos)
____ Photoshop and Podcasting (Merri Oberlin)
____ Teacher’s Assistant (Sarah Jane Johnson)
____ All sixth graders will take Logic with Dawn Iott.
 
THIRD QUARTER
____ Geography (Duncan Sprattmoran)
____ Body Wellness (Shane Harrison)
____ Computer Math (Audrey Pittinos)
____ Argumentation – Full Semester Class (Dawn Iott)
____ Teacher’s Assistant (Sarah Jane Johnson)
 
FOURTH QUARTER
____ Chess (Duncan Sprattmoran)
____ Gardening and Ecoliteracy (Shane Harrison)
____ Math Links (Audrey Pittinos)
____ Photoshop and Podcasting (Merri Oberlin)
____ Soccer and Society (Karl Sikkenga)

____ Argumentation – Full Semester Class (Dawn Iott)
Thursday Classes 
Name: _____________________                                                Grade: __________
The following classes will be offered 7th and 8th periods on Thursdays. 
Each will last a full semester. 
Please rank your selections 1 through 4, with #1 being your first choice. 

FIRST SEMESTER
____ Drama (Audrey Pittinos)
____ Design and Production (Craig Fleuter)
____ Video Production (Merri Oberlin)
____ History of Film (Duncan Sprattmoran)
SECOND SEMESTER
____ Drama (Audrey Pittinos)
____ Design and Production (Craig Fleuter)
____ Video Production (Merri Oberlin)
____ Journalism/Creative Writing
         (Duncan Sprattmoran & Sarah Johnson)
parent signature ____________________
MIAD Class Descriptions: Wednesday/Friday Options
Advanced Technology

We will explore the creation, use, and possibilities of green screen, social networking, Wikis, web design, and other hot topics in technology.
Argumentation

Imagine yourself, an intellectual ninja defending your flawlessly reasoned arguments. Your weapons include the ancient liberal arts of rhetoric and dialectic, along with the skillful use of claims and evidence. Your opponents will fear you! (And your parents may not be too thrilled either.) This class is designed to guide you in your quest to both analyze and construct logically valid arguments. We will practice these skills in a debate-style format utilizing real world issues. Not for the faint hearted…(Note:  This class runs for the entire second semester.)
Bag of Puppets

Students will be asked to create puppets using recycled materials.  They will then write a puppet show script discussing an ecological issue and its possible solutions.  The puppet show will be presented at Pizza Lunch. 

Body Wellness
Experience a fun way to reduce stress, build strength and flexibility, improve your posture, and discover the connection between your body and mind. Using a combination of yoga, Pilates and free weights, students will learn lifelong skills for health and wellness.
Chess 
Learning chess requires pattern recognition, planning, and a thousand-year history of intrigue. During the chess class everyone will learn how to play chess, as well as how to learn more about the game.
Comparative Religion 

Peoples of every continent and culture practice religion of one sort or another.  The many aspects of religious belief reflect the rich diversity of human experience.  This course will explore the tenets and practices of the world’s major religions—Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, Christianity, Judaism, Sikhism, Taoism—as well as some of the lesser known and practiced—animism, Shinto, Bon.  The course will examine why people have religious beliefs, how people practice their religions, how beliefs affect cultures, and the causes and consequences of religious intolerance throughout the world.
Computer Math

Formal Logic (Deductive Reasoning)

If she weighs the same as a duck, she is made of wood, and is therefore a witch…” All Pathfinder sixth graders will learn not to get burned by errors in deductive reasoning when they take a semester of Formal Logic. (Note: This class runs for the entire first semester and is required for all 6th graders. It is optional for all new seventh and eighth graders.)
Gardening and Ecoliteracy
Students in this class will be responsible for planting and maintaining the school vegetable garden. Additionally, to further instill an appreciation and a greater awareness of our interconnectedness and kinship with all life on Earth, students in this elective will choose an outdoor project on campus. This could include creating a nature trail, doing water testing on Cedar Lake, battling invasive species, creating a topographical map of campus, or planting spring bulbs. The ideas are endless and it will be up to the group of students chosen for this elective to decide on a single large project or several small.
Geography
Cartography, topology, and anthropology will be the basis of a class focused on learning about the diverse cultures, ecologies and economies of the world. Students will make maps of the area as well as producing projects about regions far from here.
Math Links
This math enrichment course is designed to assist and challenge the student in his/her math study. Questions about math class, to games, and computer-assisted drill will be the resources used in this class for math enrichment.
Outdoor Education
An experience in outdoor leadership skills; incorporating team building initiatives, wilderness camping, water skills, hiking and a host of other fun activities focused on the amazing Pathfinder campus.
Photoshop and Podcasting
Have fun honing your creative talents learning the industry standard image manipulation program, Adobe Photoshop! During this MIAD you will be introduced to Photoshop’s tool palettes, filters, layers, channels, the cloning tool, and many other features of this powerful program. Put yourself on top of Mount Everest, restore old family photographs, clone yourself amidst your favorite movie star or performer and learn how to seamlessly remove unwanted objects from your favorite family photos! You will also have access to a scanner, digital cameras, Wacom graphic tablets, and also learn how to efficiently send images and small movie clips via email.
Soccer and Society

A billion people watched Spain defeat Holland in the Final of the World Cup soccer tournament this past July. That made it the largest event in human history. A new record will be set in four years, during the next World Cup Final. What is it about soccer that makes it the world’s most popular sport? In Soccer & Society, we will look at the game from many different angles: as players, we’ll run around and play; as historians, we’ll see how the game has changed; as travelers, we’ll see how it differs across the globe; as thinkers, we’ll consider what it means; and as Americans, we’ll consider how popular the game is here, and what its future may hold.

Study Hall
The study hall class will be a homework, math tutoring, and reading time for students.
Teacher’s Assistant
“Changing roles in the classroom” provides middle school students with invaluable insight and perspective.  Students are assigned to one of our instructors in younger grade levels.  After a brief orientation period, teacher’s assistants work in the classroom as assigned by their mentoring instructor.
MIAD Class Descriptions: Thursday Options
Drama
Drama class will introduce students to the basics of theater. They will learn all aspects of production, from terminology to performance. This class requires that students be able to participate in rehearsals from 3-4 on Fridays and extended rehearsals on Saturdays during the last half of the semester (a schedule of dates will be distributed at the start of the semester).
Design and Production
This visual arts class focuses on completion of works which represent the school. Such projects may include set design and construction for drama productions, presentation design and production of school events, and community projects such as the Festival of Trees, Community Pantry Bags, etc. 
History of Film
Developing an understanding of film history and theory, as well as learning to look at film critically, is today more important than ever before. During the eighteen-week History of Film class students will watch, discuss, and analyze classic films such as Nosfaratu, Modern Times, Children of Paradise, North by Northwest, Treasure of the Sierra Madre, and others. This will be an active critical thinking class in which students will be expected to write, draw, analyze and discuss, not sit passively and be merely entertained. The films will be appropriate for middle school youth, but being “classics” may be difficult for the students to learn to watch.
Journalism/Creative Writing
Journalism/Creative Writing (JCW) is an introduction to mass media and an exploration of journalistic and creative writing. JCW will give students an opportunity to explore, produce, analyze, edit and publish creative writing and visual arts in multiple genres by various grade level writers and artists. Students will learn the functions of the media as well as the importance of the First Amendment, and explore the differences between the unique style and application of journalistic and creative genres. Students will tackle desktop publishing to generate a polished school wide publication.
Video Production 
This class meets two class periods on Thursday 7th & 8th periods; however, some outside class time may be arranged as needed. This class will provide production and editing experience in clay and/or animation, documentary, and short subject films.  Students will learn basic elements of, writing, and Students will learn how to use a digital camcorder plus some very simple & basic editing through Microsoft Movie Maker and Adobe Premiere software. This class is open to students in grades 6 – 8 only. The students’ work will be shown throughout the year. 
